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and such claim is not disclaimed or repudiated 
by the persons exercising the functions of gov-
ernment in such State or States, or in the part 
or parts thereof in which such combination ex-
ists, and such insurrection is not suppressed by 
such State or States, or whenever the inhab-
itants of any State or part thereof are at any 
time found by the President to be in insurrec-
tion against the United States, the President 
may, by proclamation, declare that the inhab-
itants of such State, or of any section or part 
thereof where such insurrection exists, are in a 
state of insurrection against the United States; 
and thereupon all commercial intercourse by 
and between the same and the citizens thereof 
and the citizens of the rest of the United States 
shall cease and be unlawful so long as such con-
dition of hostility shall continue; and all goods 
and chattels, wares and merchandise, coming 
from such State or section into the other parts 
of the United States, or proceeding from other 
parts of the United States to such State or sec-
tion, by land or water, shall, together with the 
vessel or vehicle conveying the same, or convey-
ing persons to or from such State or section, be 
forfeited to the United States. 

(R.S. § 5301.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5301 derived from acts July 13, 1861, ch. 3, § 5, 12 

Stat. 257; July 31, 1861, ch. 32, 12 Stat. 284. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Extension of this section to— 

Parts of States, see section 206 of this title. 

Persons in occupied territory and aliens, see sec-

tion 207 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 206, 223 of this 

title. 

§ 206. Suspension of commercial intercourse with 
part of State in insurrection 

Whenever any part of a State not declared to 
be in insurrection is under the control of insur-
gents, or is in dangerous proximity to places 
under their control, all commercial intercourse 
therein and therewith shall be subject to the 
prohibitions and conditions of section 205 of this 
title for such time and to such extent as shall 
become necessary to protect the public inter-
ests, and be directed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the approval of the President. 

(R.S. § 5302.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5302 derived from act July 2, 1864, ch. 225, § 5, 13 

Stat. 376. 

§ 207. Persons affected by suspension of commer-
cial intercourse 

The provisions of this chapter in relation to 
commercial intercourse shall apply to all com-
mercial intercourse by and between persons re-
siding or being within districts within the lines 
of national military occupation in the States or 
parts of States declared in insurrection, whether 
with each other or with persons residing or 
being within districts declared in insurrection 
and not within those lines; and all persons with-

in the United States, not native or naturalized 
citizens thereof, shall be subject to the same 
prohibitions, in all commercial intercourse with 
inhabitants of States or parts of States declared 
in insurrection, as citizens of States not de-
clared to be in insurrection. 

(R.S. § 5303.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5303 derived from act July 2, 1864, ch. 225, § 4, 13 

Stat. 376. 

§ 208. Licensing or permitting commercial inter-
course with State or region in insurrection 

The President may, in his discretion, license 
and permit commercial intercourse with any 
part of such State or section, the inhabitants of 
which are so declared in a state of insurrection, 
so far as may be necessary to authorize supply-
ing the necessities of loyal persons residing in 
insurrectionary States, within the lines of ac-
tual occupation by the military forces of the 
United States, as indicated by published order of 
the commanding general of the department or 
district so occupied; and, also, so far as may be 
necessary to authorize persons residing within 
such lines to bring or send to market in the 
loyal States any products which they shall have 
produced with their own labor or the labor of 
freedmen, or others employed and paid by them, 
pursuant to rules relating thereto, which may be 
established under proper authority. And no 
goods, wares, or merchandise shall be taken into 
a State declared in insurrection, or transported 
therein, except to and from such places and to 
such monthly amounts as shall have been pre-
viously agreed upon, in writing, by the com-
manding general of the department in which 
such places are situated, and an officer des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Treasury for 
that purpose. Such commercial intercourse shall 
be in such articles and for such time and by such 
persons as the President, in his discretion, may 
think most conducive to the public interest; 
and, so far as by him licensed, shall be con-
ducted and carried on only in pursuance of rules 
and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

(R.S. § 5304.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5304 derived from acts July 13, 1861, ch. 3, § 5, 12 

Stat. 257; July 2, 1864, ch. 225, § 9, 13 Stat. 377. 

§ 209. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 632 

Section, R.S. § 5305, related to appointment of officers 

to carry into effect licenses to trade in State or region 

in an insurrection. 

§ 210. Penalties for unauthorized trading, etc.; ju-
risdiction of prosecutions 

Every officer of the United States, civil, mili-
tary, or naval, and every sutler, soldier, marine, 
or other person, who takes, or causes to be 
taken into a State declared to be in insurrec-
tion, or to any other point to be thence taken 
into such State, or who transports or sells, or 
otherwise disposes of therein, any goods, wares, 
or merchandise whatsoever, except in pursuance 
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of license and authority of the President, as pro-
vided in this chapter, or who makes any false 
statement or representation upon which license 
and authority is granted for such transpor-
tation, sale, or other disposition, or who, under 
any license or authority obtained, willfully and 
knowingly transports, sells, or otherwise dis-
poses of any other goods, wares, or merchandise 
than such as are in good faith so licensed and 
authorized, or who willfully and knowingly 
transports, sells, or disposes of the same, or any 
portion thereof, in violation of the terms of such 
license or authority, or of any rule or regulation 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury con-
cerning the same, or who is guilty of any act of 
embezzlement, of willful misappropriation of 
public or private money or property, of keeping 
false accounts, or of willfully making any false 
returns, shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and shall be fined not more than 
$5,000, and imprisoned in the penitentiary not 
more than three years. Violations of this section 
shall be cognizable before any court, civil or 
military, competent to try the same. 

(R.S. § 5306.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5306 derived from act July 2, 1864, ch. 225, § 10, 

13 Stat. 377. 

§ 211. Investigations to detect and prevent frauds 
and abuses 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, from time to time, to institute such 
investigations as may be necessary to detect 
and prevent frauds and abuses in any trade or 
transactions which may be licensed between in-
habitants of loyal States and of States in insur-
rection. And the agents making such investiga-
tions shall have power to compel the attendance 
of witnesses, and to make examinations on oath. 

(R.S. § 5307.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5307 derived from act July 2, 1864, ch. 225, § 10, 

13 Stat. 377. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Authority of any employee of any Department de-

tailed to investigate frauds on the Government, or any 

official misconduct, to administer oaths to witnesses, 

see section 303 of Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

§ 212. Confiscation of property employed to aid 
insurrection 

Whenever during any insurrection against the 
Government of the United States, after the 
President shall have declared by proclamation 
that the laws of the United States are opposed, 
and the execution thereof obstructed, by combi-
nations too powerful to be suppressed by the or-
dinary course of judicial proceedings, or by the 
power vested in the marshals by law, any per-
son, or his agent, attorney, or employee, pur-
chases or acquires, sells or gives, any property 
of whatsoever kind or description, with intent to 
use or employ the same, or suffers the same to 
be used or employed in aiding, abetting, or pro-
moting such insurrection or resistance to the 

laws, or any person engaged therein; or being 
the owner of any such property, knowingly uses 
or employs, or consents to such use or employ-
ment of the same, all such property shall be law-
ful subject of prize and capture wherever found; 
and it shall be the duty of the President to cause 
the same to be seized, confiscated, and con-
demned. 

(R.S. § 5308.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5308 derived from act Aug. 6, 1861, ch. 60, § 1, 12 

Stat. 319. 

§ 213. Jurisdiction of confiscation proceedings 

Such prizes and capture shall be condemned in 
the district court of the United States having 
jurisdiction of the amount, or in admiralty in 
any district in which the same may be seized, or 
into which they may be taken and proceedings 
first instituted. 

(R.S. § 5309; Feb. 27, 1877, ch. 69, § 1, 19 Stat. 253; 
Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, § 291, 36 Stat. 1167.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5309 derived derived from act Aug. 6, 1861, ch. 60, 

§ 2, 12 Stat. 319. 

Act Mar. 3, 1911, conferred the powers and duties of 

the former circuit courts upon the district courts. 

AMENDMENTS 

1877—Act Feb. 27, 1877, inserted ‘‘may’’ after ‘‘any dis-

trict in which the same’’. 

§ 214. Repealed. Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A 
Stat. 641 

Section, R.S. § 5310, provided that property taken on 

inland waters of the United States was not a maritime 

prize. See section 7651 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 215. Institution of confiscation proceedings 

The Attorney General, or the United States 
attorney for any judicial district in which such 
property may at the time be, may institute the 
proceedings of condemnation, and in such case 
they shall be wholly for the benefit of the 
United States; or any person may file an infor-
mation with such attorney, in which case the 
proceedings shall be for the use of such informer 
and the United States in equal parts. 

(R.S. § 5311; June 25, 1948, ch. 646, § 1, 62 Stat. 909.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5311 derived from act Aug. 6, 1861, ch. 60, § 3, 12 

Stat. 319. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Act June 25, 1948, eff. Sept. 1, 1948, substituted 

‘‘United States attorney’’ for ‘‘attorney of the United 

States’’. See section 541 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judi-

cial Procedure, and Historical and Revision Notes 

thereunder. 

§ 216. Preventing transportation of goods to aid 
insurrection 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to 
prohibit and prevent the transportation in any 
vessel, or upon any railroad, turnpike, or other 
road or means of transportation within the 
United States, of any property, whatever may be 


